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Marrying the Earth to the Building

A film by Steffi Giaracuni



"Didi Contractor - Marrying the Earth to the
Building" is a poetic documentary approach to
an aged artist and architect, the landscape of
North India, the buildings and the people for
whom she designed her houses that sensitizes
us to her vision and global issues affecting our
ongoing relationship with mother earth.
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For the past two decades Didi
Contractor has been passionately
implementing her architectural
visions in North West of India, the
Kangra Valley, at the foot hills of
the Himalayas combining rural tra-
ditions with modern requirements.
This poetic documentary introdu-
ces us to her creations - houses
built from clay, bamboo, slate and
river stone, constructed in tribute
to their natural surroundings.

At the age of 86, Didi Contractor
pursues her vision working day
and night — dreaming her designs
then designing her dreams. She
sketches roughly, then proportions
with pinpoint accuracy - the
blueprints for economically and
ecologically sustainable, bright
and well-ventilated buildings.

We meet people who live in the
visions realized by Didi Contractor
and share in their enthusiasm to

carry forward her fascinating
ideas. Students from all over the

world come to learn traditional
building practices and find out

how architecture can become a
part of the ecosystem.
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For the past 20 years, Didi
Contractor has been building in
adobe, addressing herself to such
complex challenges, as climate
and cultural change, the energy
crisis and pollution, while oppo-
sing conventional roles, persistent
paradigms of colonial history

and modernization along Western
lines.

| am thrilled by her architectural
vision, admire her ideals, her
bravery and strength of character,

and want to explore her creative
ideas, which differ from everything
that | had assumed in my life

so far.

Her houses are convincing
evidence of a possible alternative
way of life. In order to understand
how daily decisions can influence
our environment, | wanted to
explore her experiences, to know
how and where she lives and
works, with whom she communi-
cates, and what interests and

influences motivate her to build
these mud houses.

For the length of a film, in the
darkness of a movie theater, |
would like to take the audience
through the fascinating world

of this 86 year old woman, Didi
Contractor, and her vision. With
this film | would like to inspire
people to explore and to support
their own unusual imaginative
ideas.




DIDI CONTRACTOR

Didi Contractor was born in 1929
in Minneapolis Minnesota. Her
German father, Edmund Kinzinger,
and American mother Alice Fish
Kinzinger, were both Expressionist
painters, associated with Bau-
haus group of the 1920s. Although
she always felt drawn towards
architecture, she studied art. As
a young woman coming to adult-
hood in the middle of the
twentieth century, she was not
encouraged to study architecture.

In 1951, she met a young man from
India and fell in love with him.
They married and Didi Contractor
happily set out to begin a

new life in distant India with her
husband Narayan Contractor, a
Hindu student of civil engineering.
They raised a family and Didi
immersed herself in her new home
and it’s cultural patterns, turning
her training in art to design and
architecture.
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DIRECTOR

STEFFI GIARACUNI

Steffi Giaracuni is born in 1975

in Heiligenstadt (Germany). Since
10 years she is living in Basel
(Switzerland).

She studied media design at the
Bauhaus University in Weimar
(Germany) and documentary film
with focuse on camera at the
Zelig - School for Documentary,
Television and New Media in
Bolzano (Italy).

Since 10 years she repeatedly
realizes documentary film projects
as director, editor, camera opera-
tor and producer.

"Didi Contractor — Marrying the
Earth to the Building" is her first
full-length documentary as a
director and producer.

© Bela Boke

Filmography

2011 Zwischen Kommen und Gehen
Short Documentary (director, camera, editing)

2010 Laura D’Oriano —
Die geheimnisvolle Schweizer Spionin
TV-Doc (editing)

2007 Bruder
Cinema Documentary (camera)

2006 Per chi vien su dalla campagna
Short Documentary (editing)

2005 Seringal — Das Versprechen der Ministerin
TV-Documentary (editing)

2003 Nelken fiir Reisch
Short Documentary (director)
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Year of production: 2016 an Individuofilm Production
Running Time: 81 min Basel, Switzerland
Sound: 5.1 Dolby Digital . . . .
. . y Dig in Co-Production with Xaras Media
Subtitle: English .
Frankfurt am Main, Germany, and
Norma Giannetta, Zurich, Switzerland
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Norma Giannetta | 2016
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CONTACT

Swiss Producer German Co-Producer Swiss Co-Producer Swiss Distributor
individuofilm Xaras media GbR Norma Giannetta First Hand Films GmbH
Steffi Giaracuni GartenstralBe 96 Birmensdorferstrasse 249 Neunbrunnenstrasse 50
Palmenstrasse 28 Postfach 700843 CH-8055 Ziirich CH-8050 Zirich

CH-4055 Basel DE-60596 Frankfurt am Main

 +4176 4749472 . +49 69 977 642 66 . +4178 614 25 64  +4144 3122060

¥ individuofilm(at)me.com ¥ info(at)xaras.de ¥ n.giannetta(at)gmx.ch @ www.firsthandfilms.com

@ www.didi-contractor-documentary.com

€} www.facebook.com/Didicontractor
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